
STEP 1 
Take the creamed coconut packets out 

of the carton but leave them in their plastic 
sachets.

STEP 2
Put a few sachets into a bowl of warm 

water and use your hands to break down 
and melt the creamed coconut. This will 
take about 5 - 10 minutes. Alternatively, 
if you have a microwave, you could place 
the creamed coconut without the plastic 
wrapping into a small bowl and heat it for 1 
minute until it is soft.

STEP 3
Once the creamed coconut has turned 

to a thick liquid inside the sachet, you can cut 
them open and decant into another bowl.

STEP 4
Now it's time to choose what colour to 

make your bird feeders! You can leave them 
natural or use lots of different things to dye 
your coconut, such as natural food dye, vege-
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biO Of The deSiGNer
The Bakerloos is an award-winning 

experimental design studio founded in 2016. 
The studio has a keen interest in devising 
new architectural methodologies, processes 
and tools to approach the built environment 
through the power of collaboration and 
collective imagination. The studio members 
have extensive experience in the field of 
architecture, innovation consultancy and 
exhibition design. Currently they teach Unit 
C at Oxford Brookes University.

www.thebakerloos.com
@thebakerloos

fUrTher reAdiNG
→  https://www.bto.org/how-you-can-help/

providing-birds/feeding-garden-birds

→  https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/
how-feed-birds-your-garden

→  https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wild-
life/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/feed-
ing-birds/

LiST Of ThiNGS
→ Creamed coconut packets (quantity de-
pending on how big your mould is)
→ Food colouring
→ Bird seed mix (including sunflower seeds, 
pumpkin seeds, sesame seeds etc. you can 
make your own depending on which kind of 
birds you want to attract!)
→ Hot water
→ Moulds (made from cookie cutters, ice 
cube moulds, plastic food trays, bottom of a 
milk carton, etc.)
→ 2 bowls
→ Spoons for mixing
→ Freezer or fridge
→ Wooden dowel, or you could use a chop-
stick / skewer / pencil
→ String
→ Apron

INTRODUCTION
This manual will teach you how to make bird feeders from a 

few simple ingredients: all you’ll need is creamed coconut, seeds 
and different shaped moulds that you can create yourself. The bird 
feeders can be hung outside on a tree in a park or in front of your 
window or balcony and will serve as nutrition for hungry birds in 
search of food in the coming months. By offering food for wild 
birds in cities you can help to make the built environment a more 
welcoming place for more species than just our own!
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table and plant based dyes.

STEP 5
Mix a couple of drops of your chosen 

colour into your liquid coconut and add 
seeds. Using a wooden spoon mix well so 
that there is an even distribution of seeds 
throughout. If you are making more than 
one bird feeder you could try to use different 
seeds in different mixtures. The different 
seeds will attract diverse bird species.

STEP 6
Make sure your mould is clean and dry. 

You can make a mould from anything that 
is quite rigid, has a smooth non-absorbant 
surface and will be easy to remove after the 
mixture has set. Empty plastic food trays 
make perfect moulds just make sure they are 
clean and dry before using them. Alternative-
ly you can use cookie cutters as moulds, just 
place them on a small baking tray or plate. In 
this step you have the chance to experiment 
with various shapes and sizes.

STEP 7
Pour your seed and coconut mixture 

into the mould that sits on a flat surface. You 
can use your hands or a spoon to move the 
mixture around so that you have an even 
thickness.

STEP 8
You can now add more seeds to the 

surface if you like - to make the feeder even 
more appealing to its clients! At this point 
you can place a perch or two for the birds to 

rest on whilst eating. You can use a 5cm long 
timber dowel if you have one but a shortened 
wooden skewer, chopstick or even a pencil 
will do. Place the perch into the mould so 
that it sticks out perpendicular to the surface 
of the mixture.

STEP 9
Place another dowel near the top centre 

of the feeder, this one will be the hole to 
make it easier to hang the feeder once its 
finished.

STEP 10
Carefully transfer your mould into the 

freezer or fridge and leave until it has set 
hard. This can take anywhere from a couple 
of hours to a day depending on the size and 
thickness of your feeder.

STEP 11
Remove the dowel that you placed at 

the top of the feeder and thread some strong 
garden twine or string through the hole to 
make a loop.

STEP 12
Hang your finished feeder in a shady, 

sheltered spot in the garden, balcony, park or 
outside your window. 

Makers Manual is a collaborative 
project between exciting makers 
and STORE STORE. Participation 
is free and no design background is 
necessary. You can share your cre-
ations using #makersmanual. We 
will pick our favourite submissions 
and publish the results in a limited 
printed edition of all of the manu-
als. Everyone who makes it into the 
book will receive a free copy.

This project is supported by Coal 
Drops Yard.

www.storeprojects.org
     @storeprojects
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