
STEP 1
Decide what sort of object you want to 

make. This could be a fruit bowl, a waste-
paper basket, a pet bed or anything else with 
a similar form. Then find a container to form 
the base of your chosen object. Depending 
on what’s available, it may also be that you 
find a container first, and then think of an 
object afterwards! Either way, look around 
for a box, pot or tub that is slightly tapered, 
and preferably a little flexible, so that it can 
be easily removed later on. Food containers, 
flowerpots, mixing cups or old hats could 
all work well. Alternatively, you could even 
choose an inflatable such as a football. It’s 
wise to start with a simple shape – you can 
make it more advanced later on by taping 
forms together.

STEP 2
Mix the methyl cellulose. Dissolve 4 

tablespoons of methyl cellulose in 250ml of 
boiling water, you can also use very hot tap 
water. Stir thoroughly until all the granules 
have absorbed water; the solution should be 
fairly thick and syrupy. Shake well before 
leaving it in the fridge ideally overnight. As 
an alternative you could use wallpaper glue.

STEP 3
Now you need to find the right texture 

for the ‘skin’ that you will be making out 
of the denim fabric. This will depend on 
what material you have available – a pair 
of jeans or some leftovers – and on the 
shape you chose in step 1. Make some dry 
experiments at 10x10cm to get a hang of the 
material and help you imagine how it will 
look when scaled up and applied to the shape. 
Be creative: you could try straight strips in 
one direction, or short rectangles that are 
positioned like tiles on top of each other. 
Bear in mind that when working with denim, 
which often has a rough texture, larger pieces 
tend to be more effective. You’ll also need 
to decide if you want to use the inside or the 
outside of the jeans, or both.

STEP 4
Once you’ve decided on a pattern, cut 

up your pair of jeans into the strips or shape 
of your design. Leave the seams and pockets 
out, unless it is part of your plan to make a 
feature of them – the thickness of the seams 
and multi-layered fabric of the pockets will 
require more glue and attention to make them 
stick together.

STEP 5
Take a small amount of glue in your 

hands and mix it with the fabric. You can 
use household gloves if you don’t want your 
hands to get dirty. Rub it in your hand for a 
few seconds until the fabric is wet and sticky.

 

STEP 6
Position the fabric strips on the base 

shape in a systematic way, making sure they 
overlap.

STEP 7
Work your way around the form that 

you are covering, keeping in mind the pattern 
and texture that you are after. Depending on 
the size and intended function of the object 
you’ve chosen to make, you might need 
to add an extra layer to make it stronger at 
vulnerable points.

STEP 8
When your shape is entirely covered, 

take a small amount of glue in your hand and 
go over the new denim ‘skin’, gently pressing 
it and rubbing the extra glue on top and on 
the edges. This will make the shape stronger.

STEP 9
Let the whole thing dry for 24 hours at 

room temperature. Or, if you want to speed 
up the process, place it near a radiator.

STEP 10
It’s now time to remove the base 

container so that the finished object can stand 
independently. Be careful not to tear the 
fabric! You might need a thin screwdriver or 
similar tool to loosen any fabric that is stuck 
to the base. If you chose to use a bendable 
plastic container then this is the point where 
you’ll enjoy the benefit, since it should be 
more easy to detach.   
   

STEP 11
If necessary, cut the edges straight or 

apply another layer of glue to make the object 
even stiffer.
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BIO OF THE DESIGNER
Adrianus Kundert is a Dutch designer 
working on product and spatial design with 
an enthusiasm for basketry. Playfulness, 
experimentation and a delicate application 
of both colours and materials characterise 
his design language. Currently Adrianus 
is exploring the world of basketry through 
@_basketclub_

FURTHER READING
–  Book: Simone Post, Post Vlisco: The 

Beauty of Waste
–  Project: Sam Linders, Soft Blues 
–  Website: Basketclub.world/more for info
about basketmaking

LIST OF THINGS

MATERIALS
– 1 pair of jeans
– Methyl cellulose or wallpaper glue

TOOLS
– Container for glue
– Measuring cup
– Stirrer
– Fabric scissors
– Gloves
– An empty plastic box, f lower pots etc, as
long is slightely tapered so you can release it
later.

INTRODUCTION
This manual offers a playful way to turn your old Levi’s jeans 

into something new. It’s written for anyone who likes the idea 
of recycling old fabrics, and shows how easy it is to get started 
giving new purpose to discarded clothes. All that’s required are 
some basic tools and a container to use as a mould, and you’ll 
finish up with a new object to use: a fruit bowl, waste-paper 
basket, pet bed or whatever else you can think of!

The approach taken pushes the maker to think about value 
of discarded materials, fostering an experimental, hands-on 
approach.

MAKERS MANUAL
Adrianus Kundert 

Makers Manual is a collaborative
project between exciting makers
and STORE. This is part of a
collection of manuals encouraging
people to make objects from what
is around them. These manuals are
both a practical guide to making
for beginners and experts, and a
journey into the designers’ practice.
You can share your creations using
#makersmanual. This manual is
part of a collaboration between
Levi's and Envisions.

www.storeprojects.org
 @storeprojects
 @storerotterdam
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